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Oral History Interview
with
MRS. RUI'H GARRETT
MR. WAYMETH B. GARRETT
January 20, 1972
Whittier, California
By Dr. C. Richard Arena
For the Richard Nixon Oral History Project

ARENA:

This is interview #1 with Mr. and Mrs. Waymeth Bert
Garrett. Mrs. Garrett's maiden name is Ruth Lucille
Duncan. We are in Whittier, California, January 20,
1972, Arena interviewing. with the idea that ladies come first,
Mrs. Garrett, could I ask you where and when you were born?
R. GARRETT:

I was born on South Newlin [Avenue] in Whittier,
California, August 22, 1914.

ARENA:

Just to tie that in with the President's personal
life, that's one year away from his own birth. He
was born in the year 1913. Did you by any chance,
anywhere along the line, ever attend the same school as he, and
possibly even the same classes?
R. GARRETT:

I wasn't in any of his classes, but I went to high
school at the same time that Richard did.

ARENA:

This would have been the high school here in Whittier,
too?

R. GARRETT:

Yes.

ARENA:

As you know, he did attend Fullerton High School for
two years, but his last two years were in Whittier
High School. What was your year of graduation?
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R. GARRETT:

1932.

ARENA:

I see. His, for example, was 1930, and he entered
Whittier College in the fall of 1930 and graduated
in 1934. Now, just out of curiosity, were your own
parents native Californians as well?

R. GARRETT:

No, they were from Kentucky.

ARENA:

And may I ask when they arrived in California?
they arrive right in Whittier?

R. GARRETT:

They came to Downey [California] first.

ARENA:

About when?
sarily.

R. GARRETT:

I think it was about 1904.

ARENA:

Then they got back to California just after the turn
of the century.

R. GARRETT:

Yes.

ARENA:

What was your father's occupation, if I may ask?

R. GARRETT:

He was a school teacher.

ARENA:

And what did he teach, what level?

R. GARRETT:

Just primary grades, with a home base, held quite a
few classes, country schools.

ARENA:

Did he teach in Whittier as well?

R. GARRETT:

No.

ARENA:

What did he do in Whittier, if I may ask?

R. GARRETT:

He had a grocery store on Philadelphia street.

ARENA:

As far as you know, was this grocery store still in
operation when the Nixons were in East Whittier with
their grocery store?

Did

Don't worry about the exact year neces

This was in Kentucky.
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R. GARRETT:

Yes, it was. And his aunt [Elizabeth Harrison] we
used to get milk from them, the [Russell] Harrisons,
and so she would trade with my folks part of the time
and part of the time she'd buy from her sister, Mrs. [Hannah Milhous]
Nixon.

ARENA:

Now, just to be sure, the aunt that married the Harri
son, this would be the President's mother's sister.
And just to be sure, does the name Elizabeth sound
right to you? Was that Elizabeth [Milhous] Harrison?

R. GARRETT:

I'm not sure what her first name was.

ARENA:

Do you recall some of her children?
was Russell Harrison, Jr.

GARRETT:

Russell, yes.

ARENA:

And the sister is now Lucile Harrison Parsons.

R. GARRETT:

Yes.

ARENA:

Now, if I'm not mistaken, then, that would have been
Elizabeth, the mother, who was the sister of Hannah,
Hannah being the mother of President Nixon.

R. GARRETT:

She was a wonderful person.
world of her.

ARENA:

Who would this be?

R. GARRETT:

That was Mrs.

ARENA:

I see. And I got the impression she died while the
children were still young.

R. GARRETT:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you what your overall formal
education was? Did you go on to college yourself?

R. GARRETT:

No.
I went to beauty college when I graduated from
high school.

For example, one

We just thought the

[Elizabeth] Harrison.
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ARENA:

Was there a beauty college in Whittier itself?

R. GARRETT:

Yes.

ARENA:

Would you say that women who went to beauty college
were as frequent as they are now?

R. GARRETT:

No, because it was during the depression years, and
I don't think they went quite as much as they do now.

ARENA:

Would this beauty school still be in existence?

R. GARRETT:

No.

ARENA:

Now I'd like to switch over to Mr. Garrett and put
the same questions to you. Again, what this helps
to do is give an idea of your background as I ask
these personal questions about the President and the President's
family, and just as you recall knowing not only the President and
his immediate family, but also his cousins and aunts.
So, we'll
corne back, looking more into that. So, can I ask you, Mr. Garrett,
what you would answer to the question of where and when you were
born?

W. GARRETT:

1907, Lewiston, Idaho.

ARENA:

And how old were you, about--if you don't remember
exactly--how old were you when you carne to California?
And what part of California did you corne to?

W. GARRETT:

We carne here in 1923.

ARENA:

And would that be Whittier itself, directly?

W. GARRETT:

Yes, Whittier.

ARENA:

And may I ask you the same questions concerning your
own family background? Your father's occupation and
place of birth?

W. GARRETT:

My father came from Indiana, moved to Lewiston, Idaho,
and then to California in 1923. And my mother was
born in Lewiston, Idaho, and carne to Whittier in 1923.
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ARENA:

Any possibility that your father lived in the area
where the Milhouses lived, Vernon, Butlerville--that
part of Indiana? Franklin Milhous, himself, was from
Vernon.

W. GARRETT:

I donlt know, but my father carne from Crawfordsville,
but he never mentioned the Nixons or the Milhouses or
any of lem.

ARENA:

May I ask what your fatherls occupation was?

W. GARRETT:

He was a barber in Whittier.

ARENA:

Did you attend, also, the local schools, or had you
finished by the time you carne here?

W. GARRETT:

I started the freshman year in 123, and then I quit
and went to work for the Woolworth Company in senior
year.

ARENA:

Would that be the same Woolworth Company as the five
and ten stores?

W. GARRETT:

Yes.
I worked in Pasadena [California] and then in
Whittier and drove back and forth. And I had a twin
brother that did the same thing that I did, started
with Woolworth. And we both started high school at the same time
and finished at the same time, and went to Woolworth for three years.
Then we both quit and went to barber school.
ARENA:

Where was the barber school located?

W. GARRETT:

In Los Angeles [California].

ARENA:

How long did it take you to complete your barber
school education?

W. GARRETT:

Six months.

ARENA:

And then, was it necessary for you to take a special
examination and receive a license through a state
licensing setup?
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W. GARRETT:

Yes. And then I quit the barber business and went
into the beauty business, had to go to beauty school.
And then I spent most of my life in the beauty
business.

ARENA:

I believe you mentioned before the tape was on that
you used to cut the hair of the Nixon family.

W. GARRETT:

Oh, yes.

ARENA:

And to be sure now, would this be both the parents of
President Nixon [Francis Anthony] Frank Nixon, Hannah
[Milhous] Nixon?

W. GARRETT:

Not Hannah Nixon.

ARENA:

From the standpoint of beauty work on her

She didnOt have haircuts.

W. GARRETT:

She didn't have any. She just washed her hair and
did it up in a switch. But the father and Richard
and Edward [Calvert Nixon] and Donald [Francis Donald
Nixon] were customers there in the shop. My father and my brother
and I all worked on lem.

ARENA:

Where was your shop located?

W. GARRETT:

Right by the Friends church in Whittier.

ARENA?

This would be the First Friends Church.

W. GARRETT:

Yes,

ARENA:

Right, and right on Philadelphia Street. As I recall,
it goes around the corner on Friends Avenue as well.

W. GARRETT:

Well, it really didnlt at the time.
down that way.

ARENA:

I see.

W. GARRETT:

Our business was on Philadelphia Street by the William
Penn Hotel.

just two blocks down from Whittier College.

It was residential
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ARENA:

Then the barber shop would have been across the street?

W. GARRETT:

No, it was on the side by the William Penn Hotel and
across the street from the Friends church.

ARENA:

I see. Would it be a part of the main structure of
the William Penn Hotel, by the way, or a separate
building?

W. GARRETT:

The barber shop was a separate building, but later I
had the beauty shop in the William Penn Hotel building.

ARENA:

I see. May I ask you if, in addition to that personal
contact with President Nixon and his family, what other
direct contact did you have with the President and his
family over the years?

W. GARRETT:

Aside from the barber shop acquaintance, the next time
I saw Richard he was driving down Philadelphia Street.
He saw me on the street, and he hollered, "Do you know
where I can rent a house?" And I think he started, "Hello Waymeth.
Do you know where I can rent a house?" And I said, "Yeah, we got a
vacancy. II So he whirled around and came back and rented the house.

ARENA:

And precisely where was this house, and who owned it?

W. GARRETT:

The house was located at that time at 320 East Walnut
Street.

ARENA:

Would you happen to know what the address would be
today, as I believe they've changed the numbers?
If
you don't, we can always find that out.
I just thought
it might come to mind.

W. GARRETT:

I could look at the book and tell you, but I can't
tell you the exact number now.

ARENA:

How about its location .

W. GARRETT:

Do you want to get the book?

ARENA:

If itDs convenient, or I can get it later. How about
the location of the house with reference to the other
streets? In other words, Walnut was the street on
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which it was located, what other neighboring streets?
sected the two blocks?

What inter

W. GARRETT:

Well, it was just a block and a half west from Painter
Avenue, which is a popular street, just exactly a
block and a half--320 was the old address. The new
address on that is 13221 East Walnut Street.

ARENA:

And is the house still standing?

W. GARRETT:

Yes.

ARENA:

And is your father still the owner?

W. GARRETT:

No, he died.

ARENA:

Would it still be in your family though?

W. GARRETT:

Yes, I own it now.

ARENA:

Would the house be pretty much the same as it was
when the President lived there?

W. GARRETT:

Exactly.

ARENA:

And in what years did the President live there, and
who were the members of his family at the time, as
far as you recollect?

W. GARRETT:

Just Dick and Pat [Patricia Ryan Nixon] moved in there
alone, in the house, and then they had Julie [Nixon].

R. GARRETT:

No, Tricia [Nixon].

W. GARRETT:

Yeah, pardon me, Tricia, Patricia, I guess it is.
have been about '46, wasnOt it?

R. GARRETT:

I

w.

They moved in in '45.

GARRETT:

ARENA:

think so.

Must

Was it '45 the war was over?

The war ended in °45 and he started his political
career in '45--ran I believe in '46 and took office
in '47.
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w.

GARRETT:

'45 was when he moved in and rented the house.

R. GARRETT:

I think he was there about a year, wasn't he?

ARENA:

Before the family left for Washington?

W. GARRETT:

Yes.

ARENA:

And if it isn't too personal, it would be very inter
esting to know what rent he paid, what .

R. GARRETT:

I was going to tell you that.

W. GARRETT:

He paid thirty-five dollars.

R. GARRETT:

And the same house today rents for a hundred and
twenty-five. That shows what inflation . .

ARENA:

What was provided, if I may ask, for the thirty-five
dollars, in the sense of any utilities?

W. GARRETT:

The refrigerator and stove was furnished, only.

R. GARRETT:

It was partly furnished, because we had the bed.
wish we still had it.

ARENA:

In other words, you even supplied some basic furniture.

R. GARRETT:

Yes, it was partly .

W. GARRETT:

When those buildings were built, there was four of
'em. They were all furnished with a brand new Servel
[refrigerator] and a Wedgwood stove, new. And then,
that's all been junked since, by now.

ARENA:

And when you say junked, you're sure that, even by
looking around, you couldn't find some of the original
pieces of furniture and so forth?

W. GARRETT:

There was no pieces of furniture to find; only the
refrigerator and stove that I know of.

ARENA:

Do you recall, for example, when Tricia was born, were
things like the high chair and other baby items borrowed
from other members of the Nixon family, or anything
like that?

[Laughter]

I
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W. GARRETT:

I couldn't tell you.
In fact, I don't remember any
other details. An interesting thing that happened
while Richard lived at that house, the lot next door
was owned by my father, and there were no buildings on it. And I
filled in the whole area with mink. The mink were in 2x2x4 foot
cages, and there were about three hundred. And it used to bother
Richard quite a bit, because these mink would chirp quite a bit in
the mornings and half the night.
R. GARRETT:

They chirped so bad it kept him awake all night.

W. GARRETT:

And he .

[Interruption]

ARENA:

Now to get back to the question of the mink. Would
you mind relating everything that you can remember
about this business dealing with the mink, including
where they came from, how many others did the same thing in the area,
and if you ever had any words with President Nixon about it, or any
of his relatives; anything that comes to mind about that whole ex
perience.

W. GARRETT:

Well, there isn't very much to tell about the mink
business, except that we went all around buying breed
ing stock, expecting to make a lot of money raising
mink.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you where you got that idea?
Was it an advertisement from a book somewhere, or
something?

W. GARRETT:

From my wife.
in a book.

ARENA:

I believe live seen those advertisements myself.

R. GARRETT:

I was reading about it. The only way you can make
any money is on selling breeding stock to somebody
else.

ARENA:

Not actually on selling them for fur, but selling
them for breeding purposes.

W. GARRETT:

Some big companies do, but the Russian market is the
greatest, and they feed their mink in the rivers. They
get free food that way. Over here you have to buy

[Laughter]

She saw an advertisement
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fish and buy meat, horsemeat, feed your animals and you take a loss.
But the strange part about this mink ranch was that Richard Nixon
didn't like it. We killed all the mink and made my wife a fur coat.
[Laughter] .
R. GARRETT:

That was later, though, you moved them .

W. GARRETT:

Well, that was the end of the mink ranch.

R. GARRETT:

But he moved them from that place up near the hills
in back of Whittier.

ARENA:

And when he was your neighbor, about how far were
the mink located from his dwelling?

W. GARRETT:

About fifty feet.

ARENA:

Three hundred. Were there any other neighbors around
by the way in addition to

W. GARRETT:

Yes, but nobody seemed to object

ARENA:

How did he make his objections known?

R. GARRETT:

I don't think he really said anything.

W. GARRETT:

No, he didn't say anything to me. Oh, he did say,
"They D re kind of noisy, aren't they?" And he was
real nice, and the first I heard that he didn't like
it was when they put it in the Newsweek magazine.

ARENA:

And this was around the time of the statement about
the cloth coat, the Republican cloth coat appeared in
the press too?

W. GARRETT:

I didn't know about that.

R. GARRETT:

Yes.

W. GARRETT:

You did, though.

ARENA:

And when it did appear in the newspapers, or the News
week magazine, you were not the person who got it in
there. This had been a quote from him.

And there were three hundred mink.
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W. GARRETT:

Yes, he told that story to the magazine.

ARENA:

And it was brought to your attention by .

R. GARRETT:

One of my relatives got on the 'phone and said, lISay,
you made Newsweek this week~ II And I said, "What?"
And she told me this story about what Richard had told
them about the mink.

ARENA:

And just what was it that you recall that he said in
the magazine about the mink?

R. GARRETT:

He said that this one mink made a squealing noise,
and it kept him awake all night, and he didn't like
mink after that.
[Laughter]

W. GARRETT:

Their chirp is real shrill; oh, it's noisy.

ARENA:

To what extent, if it isn't too personal, did you lose
or make money out of the whole operation, by the time
you gave it up?

W. GARRETT:

Well, we had about $20,000 in it, and it all turned
into one coat for Ruth.

ARENA:

Do you know if anyone else had attempted it in the
immediate area?

W. GARRETT:

There were three other mink ranchers down along in
Buena Park [California] and here at Santa Fe Springs
[California].

ARENA:

Do you know if these might still be in operation?

W. GARRETT:

No.

ARENA:

Are there any mink ranches in the area?

W. GARRETT:

No. Not in this area. There is in Utah and other
states that I know of, but around here there aren't
any.
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ARENA:

Since the Nixons were tenants, really, of your father,
do you mind if I ask you what you recall about them
as tenants, and what your father mentioned about them-
whatever you can recollect about them as tenants.
In other words,
being very frank, were they any trouble? Did they complain to your
father about the conditions in the home? Did your father complain
about them? It happens sometimes between landlord and tenant, as
you know.
W. GARRETT:

There never was a cross word.

Everybody was happy.

R. GARRETT:

He just thought the world of Richard.
was just perfect.

W. GARRETT:

Richardls father was quite a politician.

ARENA:

I understand he liked to discuss politics.

W. GARRETT:

You should have heard him at the barber shop.

He thought he

ARENA:

Before we go on to him, and we will, but before we do,
lid like to ask a few more things about this house,
from the standpoint of, how was the rent paid? Do you
recollect? For example, did the Nixons pay more than one month in
advance, as happens nowadays, where you pay something like a breakage
fee, as well as two months in advance? Do you know if your father
had that type of arrangement?

W. GARRETT:

No, my father had it on a month-to-rnonth tenancy.

ARENA:

As far as you know, therefore, there was no, even,
yearly lease arrangement either?

W. GARRETT:

No.

R. GARRETT:

There was one thing I remember, Waymeth, when he left
to go to Congress, he thought about keeping the house
and just renting it, you know, so held have some place
to stay when he came back, and houses were kind of hard to get at that
time, and Waymethls father said well, he thought it would be better
if he just let somebody else have it.

ARENA:

Would you mind describing the house, as fully as you
can, from the standpoint of its number of rooms, was
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there any ground, or anything in the way of room for a garden or
lawn? Describe it as fully as your mind can recollect.

w.

GARRETT:

There were three little Spanish houses, and a four-car
garage, with a two-bedroom apartment over the four
garages. Richard had the first house next to the
apartment, which was only fifty feet from the alley, which was the
access to his garage. And that's where he picked me up and took
me with him the night that he was starting to run for Congress, in
his car.
I went with him that night. And after we got over to the
Pico [Rivera, California] area there was a group of men there that,
I don't know whether you would call it nominated, or put him up to
run for Congress for the Republicans in this district.
I really
wasn't political enough to know just what was going on.
I really
didn't pay much attention, only that I had to ride over there with
Dick and back to Whittier.

ARENA:

You really were in on the beginning of his political
career, then, in a real sense. Again, if it isn't too
personal--I know it doesn't sound as interesting as
going into politics, but we're trying to get as complete a picture
of his private life as we can--how many baths were there in the home?

W. GARRETT:

One.

ARENA:

Do you recall that Mrs. Nixon, his wife, Pat, did any
of the sewing, any of the preparation for any of the
furnishings; I'm thinking of making the blinds, did
she put up any curtains or anything like that, that she
made?

W. GARRETT:

I was too busy running the beauty shop at that time
that I wouldn't know.

ARENA:

Did you ever see the President cut grass on the lawn,
if there was a lawn, by the way?

W. GARRETT:

No, he didn't cut grass.

ARENA:

Was there grass, by the way?

R. GARRETT:

There was grass, but it was taken care of by his father.
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w. GARRETT:

These four little houses have a back yard that goes
all along the back from the front of Friends Avenue
clear to the alley, 140 feet of grass at that time.
Then it went back, at that time, to a lath house which was full of
begonias and flowers, and went through the lath house to get to the
alley. And that's where you had access to the garage. But he didn't
have anything to do with shrubs or grass or anything. He was working
in a law office on Philadelphia Street.
ARENA:

This would have been the Bank of America law office
then?

w. GARRETT:

Yes, with [Thomas William] Tom Bewley.

ARENA:

Do you recall that he would receive any clients in
that home?

W. GARRETT:

No.

ARENA:

How about a telephone?

W. GARRETT:

[Laughter]
He had one.
more than he did.

ARENA:

Do you recall the occasion of the birth of the daughter,
Tricia?

W. GARRETT:

I really do, but I couldn't tell you the details of
it at this time.

His wife used it probably

R. GARRETT:

I remember when Tricia was about two weeks old.
I
was coming out of Waymeth's folks' apartment and Pat
was just coming up the stairs. And she had the baby
in her arms, and she came up to show it to waymeth's grandmother who
was living at that time and she was in her eighties; and she seemed
to think quite a bit of the grandmother, because when he was running
for Congress, why she came up and took her to the polls to get her
to vote. She was just coming up as I was going down the stairs, with
the baby in her arms, and I think she was only two or three weeks old
then.
ARENA:

Did the baby keep the neighbors awake, do you recall?
Any problems that way?
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w.

GARRETT:

ARENA:

w.

No.
Anyone complain

to your father?

GARRETT:

One of the most dramatic sights I remember about the
Nixons, when Dick ran for Congress and the voting was
taking place, she parked the car out in the alley and
ran over twenty feet up the alley through the lath house, over to
the back, and she was just crying like a baby.
I said, "What's the
matter?" She said, "He's 10sing!lJ And it wasn't more than an hour
after that till he was winning. That's the way the election was go
ing, but she went through there, and I sure felt sorry for her.
BETIN SIDE II TAPE I

ARENA:

Concerning holding parties or having guests, were the
Nixons frequent hosts? Did they frequently have people
over do you recall, for card-playing or socializing,
or anything like that, do you recollect?

w.

Do you?

GARRETT:

R. GARRETT:

I don't remember.
most of the time.

w.

I didn't know about any of their activities socially.

GARRETT:

Seemed like they were pretty quiet

ARENA:

Did you ever see the President working on his car?

w.

No.

GARRETT:

ARENA:

Did you see his parents visit him, have them over,
weDll say, for Sunday dinner, things like that?

w.

No.

GARRETT:

ARENA:

That doesn't mean that it didn't happen, but you just
don't recall seeing it in other words?

w.

I didn't observe it.
so I didnDt know.

GARRETT:

R. GARRETT:

I didn't live at that address

When they lived up here on Worsham [Drive] they had a
large reception, had a tea, and had open house one
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Sunday afternoon.
ing though.

We went to that.

I never knew of much entertain

ARENA:

What was their occasion for their inviting you? Did
you live in this neighborhood then, or because they
recalled you as old friends?

R. GARRETT:

Just friends.

ARENA:

Oh, I see, you had known the President before he moved
in by being his barber, and he had asked you if you
knew of a place he could rent, as you said earlier.

W. GARRETT:

We knew him years and years before World War II started.
And then he went away to war, and then carne back, and
that's when he rented the house.

ARENA:

From the standpoint of the young Richard Nixon, what
is the earliest you recollect seeing him? Would it be
in the store, would it be in connection with the school
or playing in the streets? What is the earliest recollection each
of you has about the young Richard Nixon?

W. GARRETT:

I didn't know Richard Nixon until the time I became a
barber, or his family.

ARENA:

How old was he do you think, about, when you first cut
his hair?

W. GARRETT:

Well, that was 1930, latter part of 1930, the first
time I cut any of the Nixons' hair, or Pat's.
It
was later when I cut PatOs hair.

ARENA:

Had you cut Richard's father's hair first? Any partic
ular reason why he chose you, and were you his regular
barber, for example, or do you think it was just a
matter of convenience, the first barber who happened
to be around.

W. GARRETT:

Well, it was easy for them to corne there from the store,
up Whittier Boulevard, which at that time was called
the Country Road, to come up Painter Avenue, hit Phila
delphia Street, and that was the first barber shop. The price was
thirty-five cents per haircut, and that was agreeable, so they stopped
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and brought the whole family in for haircuts, the father and Richard
and Don and Edward, and Mama [Hannah Nixon] would sit there and wait.
She didn't have any.
ARENA:

It really was the whole family then that would come?

W. GARRETT:

They'd come and they'd get haircuts.

ARENA:

And you recall that it was ALL of the boys.

W. GARRETT.

The ones I mentioned; that's the ones I knew.

ARENA:

Yes. Do you recall that there was any difficulty in
cutting their hair, from the standpoint of their be
having?

W. GARRETT:

Edward was very studious, would concentrate on a maga
zine to such depth that he would slide way down in
the barber chair, and my father couldn't work on him.
Dad got under his arms with his hands and he boosted him up in the
chair and said, "Now you stay up here."

ARENA:

Would he slide down again after that?

W. GARRETT:

Started reading again, slide down again.
[Laughter]
He got over that. That was just a couple of times.
But he would always have to have something to read.
He was just a little bit of a problem. [Clock chimes]

ARENA:

I think that was ringing while we were discussing
Edward's conduct in your father's chair. Would you
mind repeating that to be sure we have it?

W. GARRETT:

Well, Ed, like I said, was kind of stubborn and hot
headed and he didn't get along too well with my father.
I think that my brother had cut his hair a few times.
I never did work on Ed.
I worked on Don and Richard. Shall we tell
him about Don at our party?
[Laughter]

R. GARRETT:

No.

W. GARRETT

We built a new house up here on Philadelphia Street,
up in College Hills . .
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R. GARRETT:

Cut that out.

W. GARRETT:

No, it's all right.

ARENA:

If you want, you can take it out when you get the
typewritten copy.

W. GARRETT:

And Don carne down to get a haircut in the barbershop,
and we were having a housewarming, so I invited Don to
corne to the housewarming. And we had an extra girl
that was there for Don, and we had a housewarming party and we had
a fine time. Don was there but Richard wasn't.
I don't know where
he was. The party broke up about 11:30 or 12:00 and everybody went
horne happy. And that's the end of that.

ARENA:

It's a very interesting story.
I hope you leave it
in.
It shows that the boys, obviously, had a social
life, went out on dates like the other boys.

W. GARRETT:

Of course they had a social life.

ARENA:

Were you ever on a double date with any of the Nixon
boys, or were they too young?

W. GARRETT:

I never was on a date with any of the Nixons.
married at that time.

R. GARRETT:

When Dick was first married, we had a toaster, and he
needed one, and we had an extra one and he bought a
toaster from us.
Do you remember that?

W. GARRETT:

No.

R. GARRETT:

I remember, it was when he was corning in the barbershop.

ARENA:

This was before he lived in your father's horne too?

R. GARRETT:

I think it was.

W. GARRETT:

No, he was in the service before he moved in our house.

ARENA:

Well, they did get married in 1940, and he remained
for two years in Whittier . . .

W. GARRETT:

Not in that house.

I was

No . .
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ARENA:

Oh, no. This would have been after the service, after
the war. While we're still on the barber period, let
me ask you this. Did any of the boys have any prefer
ence in the way of the style of a haircut, or did the parents give
any specific instructions as to how it should be done, to either you
or your father?

w.

GARRETT:

I couldnUt tell that.

They just got haircuts.

ARENA:

Because many of the pictures, of course, show the
President with a fresh haircut--a lot of his pictures-
and you get the impression too that frequently the
sides were cut pretty close. He had this crop of hair. Do you re
call, for example, cutting his hair during the high school period,
did that seem to be one of the common haircut styles?

W. GARRETT:

Back as far as 1930 I do.

ARENA:

That was his last year of high school, right, 1930.
The other point regarding his head, as well as the
haircut, he did have a serious accident, as you may
or may not know, as a youngster, and many stitches were taken across
the top of his head. He fell from a wagon. Did you ever notice any
thing like a scar across the top of his head?

W. GARRETT:

No.

ARENA:

I understand this is hidden by his hair now, but he
did have this bad scar from the accident.

W. GARRETT:

His hair is receding on the sides quite a bit.
It's
poorly styled now for the way the styles are.
It
should be changed. He's wearing it straight back, like
he did years ago--always wore it straight back. But he always wore
a very stylish, neat, full-trimmed haircut, a little sideburns and
the necked clipped.

ARENA:

Do you recall that the boys themselves paid you, or
was this done by the father, Mr. Frank Nixon, especially
when he came with the whole family?

W. GARRETT:

When they were in, I don't remember who paid.
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ARENA:

Do you recall what the mother, Mrs. Hannah Nixon, did
while the boys were getting their haircuts? Did she
have a magazine to read, or knit--if anything comes
to mind there?

W. GARRETT:

No.
I just remember her sitting on a chair, waiting.
She wasn't always with them. Sometimes she was. We
had a row of chairs across the barbershop. There were
three barber chairs. My dad repaired watches in the back room. There
wasn't any definite time that everybody would come at one time. Some
times one of the boys would drop in after school and get a haircut
and pay it. They didn't all come at one time, always. Sometimes
they did.
ARENA:

Do you remember if, probably, either you or your brother
or your father gave the President's brother, Edward,
his first haircut, as he was born in Whittier, whereas
the President was born and grew up in Yorba Linda [California], so
you could not have given him his first haircut there. The only possi
bility would have been Edward. Do you recall that he was brought in
there first?
R. GARRETT:

He was a pretty good-sized boy when my dad jerked him
up there.

ARENA:

Did the boys ever come in with a so-called bowl hair
cut, indicating that they had been cut at home by the
father, or anything like that?

W. GARRETT:

No, they didn't; I wouldn't say that. Of course, they
were coming to the barbershop there before I started
working. My father started the barbershop before I
was associated there.

ARENA:

Do you recall that you or your brother or father were
tipped by the Nixons; that is, do you recall that they
did not tip?

W. GARRETT:

I don't remember.

ARENA:

You don't remember.

W. GARRETT:

I really don't.
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ARENA:

Do you recall that Mr. Frank Nixon and then later on
the President and his brother, not Edward of course,
received shaves or shampoos or anything like that?

W. GARRETT:

Nothing but a haircut.

ARENA:

What was the price of a shave, by the way, around that
same time?

W. GARRETT:

Two bits, a quarter.

ARENA:

Was there a shoe-shine boy in the place, do you recall,
and did they stop for a shoe shine?

Thirty-five cents for a haircut.

W. GARRETT:

No. We didn't have a shoe shiner, and they didn't
have their shoes shined that I know of.
I think they
shined their own probably.
I mean, they weren't a
wealthy family.
They were a family with moderate means, and I think
they would have considered it a waste to pay a quarter for a shoe
shine, when they could have put a penny's worth of polish on it and
rub it on. That's just my idea of it.
ARENA:

What is the other occasion that comes to mind in the
way of your own experience with members of the Nixon
family? Was there any other contact with them in
addition to the business contact, you know, with the barbershop?

W. GARRETT:

Can you think of anything?

ARENA:

How about the idea of discussing politics, which I
understand usually happens in barbershops? Did Mr.
Frank Nixon discuss politics with your father or with
you? What did he . • . . Just to repeat that, what about Mr. Frank
Nixon and his arguing or discussing politics in your barbershop, you
and your father's?

W. GARRETT:

He was real loud in discussing it.
I hate to say it,
but it became kind of a nuisance, talking politics.

ARENA:

While there were some three boys waiting to get their
haircuts, he'd have a lot of chance to talk.

W. GARRETT:

A lot of talk.
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ARENA:

Did he enjoy it, himself?

W. GARRETT:

Oh, yeah.

ARENA:

Did he ever get any disapproving looks from Mrs.
Nixon, or how did she react to this?

W. GARRETT:

She was pretty quiet. There were a few times where
there were customers that disagreed.

ARENA:

Would these be people that he knew, or they were
strangers, or both?

W. GARRETT:

Both. He knew a lot of people that came in the shop
as a result of his store operation and church operations,
so he did an awful lot of expressing his opinions on
everything.

ARENA:

Do you recall what some of these arguments were about?

W. GARRETT:

No.

ARENA:

Were they about particular men in politics?
they about local politics?

W~

GARRETT:

Lived it; loved it.

Were

No, it was just .

ARENA:

You just remember him, more than what he talked about.

W. GARRETT:

I can't remember that far back about what the topics
were.

ARENA:

Do you recall that your father ever had to do anything
about him, in the sense of telling him to quiet down
or actually asking him to leave, for example?

W. GARRETT:

No.

ARENA:

It never got to be that much of a nuisance.

W. GARRETT:

No, no. Dad just thought the world of the whole family.
So did my brother [Kenneth Garrett] and myself, but
they did get a little bit noisy.
[Laughter]
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ARENA:

Do you recall what the President himself was doing
while the father was discussing politics?

W. GARRETT:

He wasn't noisy.

ARENA:

Do you recall that he ever had any words with his
father, any disagreement on politics, or anything?

W. GARRETT:

No.

ARENA:

How would you characterize the attitude of the chil
dren toward the parents, in general?

W. GARRETT:

Well, they just treated their father like a king. He
was well thought of, and they obeyed him, and that
was it. He was their father; all the boys.

He was quite the gentleman.

ARENA:

When you entered the Nixon grocery store yourself, did
you ever see the President working there? He is sup
posed to have looked after parts of the store while
he was attending school, both high school and college. Did you ever
notice his working there?

W. GARRETT:

Yes, but I couldn't tell you what department he worked
or what--just a clerk.

ARENA:

Did you ever see him deliver groceries .

W. GARRETT:

No.
. or know of anyone who did?

ARENA:
W. GARRETT:

No.
It was rarely that I'd go in there, because I'd
stop there a time or two, but I never did my main
shopping there.

R. GERRETT:

They used to deliver groceries, and we used to call
up sometimes and have them deliver. But I think a
cousin of his was the delivery boy.

W. GARRETT:

Was that after we were married?

R. GARRETT:

Yes.

-25

w.

GARRETT:

They delivered groceries to us?

R. GARRETT:

Their mother made the cookies for the store.

W. GARRETT:

Did they deliver groceries to us?

R. GARRETT:

Yes.

W. GARRETT:

When was that?

R. GARRETT:

It was after we moved up here on Ridge Road.

W. GARRETT:

Oh, it was?

ARENA:

Do you recall his manner?
did his delivery chores?

R. GARRETT:

I don't believe he ever delivered any.
cousin.

ARENA:

Yes. Oh, I see, it was the cousin all the way
through?

R. GARRETT:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you recall this cousin's name by any chance?
were several, I believe.

R. GARRETT:

Was it Torn .

ARENA:

There was a {Thomas T.] Torn Seulke.

R. GARRETT:

Seulke, that's who it was.

W. GARRETT:

I remember Seulke real well.

ARENA:

Did you cut his hair, by any chance?

W. GARRETT:

Yes, he was a customer.

ARENA:

Do you recall that your father ever cut the hair of,
or recalled c~ting the hair of the President's grand
father, Franklin Milhous?

I didn't know that.
Did he stop to talk as he

It was the

There
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w.

GARRETT:

No.

ARENA:

Did you ever hear your father or yourself hear anything
about his hair? Anything special about Franklin Mil
hous' head of hair?

w.

You mean Richard's father?

GARRETT:

ARENA:

Grandfather.

w. GARRETT:

No. Richard's father had a good head of hair.
It
was slightly gray, but there was plenty of it.
Richard got gypped with those sides receding that much.

ARENA:

In other words, it should not have been cut that way.

w.

It isn't cut.

GARRETT:

ARENA:

w.

GARRETT:

It's no hair, back to here.

Oh, I see.
. and there's a patch in the front, here.

ARENA:

In other words, compared with his father's head of
hair at his time, it's not that heavy.

w.

That's right.

GARRETT:

ARENA:

Was there any occasion, up until 1945 and before the
President got into politics, that you attended an
occasion where he was a public speaker or attended a
debate, whether it was high school or college, or where he appeared
in a Community Players' production?

w.

GARRETT:

Not I, but Ruth does.

ARENA:

What do you recall about that?

R. GARRETT:

In high school, the oratorical contest was quite a
thing every year, and he was a wonderful speaker. We
used to just love to go and hear him speak.

ARENA:

Do you recall that he used notes or spoke from regular
prepared texts?
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R. GARRETT:

I don't remember.

I don't remember him using notes.

ARENA:

Do you recall what some of the talks might have been
about?

R. GARRETT:

Well, it was about government, but I couldn't tell you
what it was about though.

ARENA:

Do you recall, even though you didn't hear him your
self, personally, and you, yourself, you did hear him.
Do you recall that he was getting a certain amount of
publicity as a result of these debates? Were the newspapers discus
sing Richard Nixon, and this was way before he went to Congress?

W. GARRETT:

No.

R. GARRETT:

I think he probably did in high school, because that
oratorical contest was quite the thing every year, and
the winners they would send back East. And there was
a cash prize, I think, for the winner, and they would be written up
in the [Los Angeles] Times, and it was quite a big deal for the high
school.
I imagine he got quite a little bit of publicity in the
paper.

ARENA:

Do you recall that you witnessed any plays, either in
high school or college, which were open to the public,
even though you did not attend Whittier College? Did
you ever attend any of the plays there or when he went into the
Whittier Community Players?
R. GARRETT:

No, I don't think we ever saw him in any of the com
munity plays.

ARENA:

Did you know Mrs. Richard Nixon, Pat, before they
were married? Had you met her before?

R. GARRETT:

I did.

ARENA:

How would you describe her as a subject?

R. GARRETT:

She was very nice, very quiet, didn't have too much
to say.

I worked on her hair.
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ARENA:

Was she very particular in the sense of wanting you
to do crertain things and do them in a certain way?

R. GARRETT:

No, very easy to work on.

ARENA:

How would she indicate what style she wanted, by the
way? Would she bring in a picture from a magazine
or would it just be a certain name that .

R. GARRETT:

No, as I recall, she would just kind of let you go
ahead and let you do what you wanted to.
She wasn't
real fussy at all.

ARENA:

Did she ever complain to you at all, in any way?

R. GARRETT:

No, never.

ARENA:

Do you recall how often she came to have her hair done?
Were you, as far as you know, her steady operator?

R. GARRETT:

No. There were three of us girls working in the shop,
and one of us would take her one time and maybe another
one another time.

ARENA:

Had she ever asked you your name, and then when she
came back, you found that she would have a conversa
tion with you while you worked on her hair?

R. GARRETT:

No, she was always very quiet and she didn't talk very
much.
She did more later, didn't she, after they were
married. You got to know her quite well and she'd
visit a lot more, but as I remembered her before she was married,
she was very quiet.

ARENA:

At that time, did you know that she was a teacher?

R. GARRETT:

Yes.

ARENA:

Is there anything that I have not mentioned about
either the President, his family, his wife, at this
point that you would like to bring up? Any subject
at all?

R. GARRETT:

I can't think of anything, can you?

She was a very pretty girl.
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W. GARRETT:

Did we put it on tape about Mrs. Nixon letting me
through her convertible to get to my car?

ARENA:

That would be very interesting.
tape was running at that time.

W. GARRETT:

I don't believe it was either.

ARENA:

Would you mind recounting that experience?

I don't believe the

W. GARRETT:

I came into the area where the audience was at the
football field where they were holding a rally and
Richard Nixon was speaking. And I couldn't get
through the crowd at the end of the speech, so Pat let me get through
her car to get to my car so I could get out of the area.

ARENA:

What kind of a car did the Nixons have at that point,
when they were living in your .

W. GARRETT:

I don't know whether that was the Nixon's car or
whether it was one provided for them~ it was a con
vertible, so I could just walk right through it. At
the time that I knew Richard and rode in his car, he had an old Ford.
[Chimes]

ARENA:

Would you mind repeating about the time you rode in
his car?

W. GARRETT:

I rode to Pico [Rivera] with him when he started to
run for Congress, and he had an old Ford, and we spent
the evening.
I came back about 10 o'clock, after the
meeting was over, to his house where my car was parked so I could go
home. And that was the end of that.

ARENA:

How was he as a driver?

W. GARRETT:

Dandy.

ARENA:

He was?

W. GARRETT:

Oh, yes.

ARENA:

Were you ever with Mr. Frank Nixon or ever hear about
him as a driver?

He got along fine.

Very conservative.
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W. GARRETT:

No.
In fact, I didn't know he had a car. Didn't
pay any attention. Of course he had a car.

ARENA:

But there was no occasion for you to have any knowledge
of him as a driver.

W. GARRETT:

No.

ARENA:

You would be one of the persons who had a direct
knowledge of the President as a youngster before
marriage, and you would know him as a young married
man, and now you know him as a mature married man and President of
the united States. Thinking back over this long period, what is
there in him now that reminds you of him as a youngster? In other
words, a quality that has never gone away, and what is there in him
that you see now that he did not have, but seems to be something
that he learned since you knew him as a youngster?

W. GARRETT:

He was always very sincere, very honest person.
I
think he still is and always was. Those are his
qualities. All back through the years, that's the
way I remember him when he was very young and even
now.

R. GARRETT:

I think his smile. When he smiles, it kind of brings
back that time.

